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FOOD AID REFORMS THAT WORK 

   

April 10, 2013, Washington, DC -- The Alliance for Global Food Security supports greater flexibility and 
efficiency in food aid programs, but does not believe that dismantling or bypassing the reliable and 
effective Food for Peace program will achieve that goal, as proposed in President Obama’s “Food Aid 
Reforms” presented in the Fiscal Year 2014 Budget Proposal.  They urged reforms that would maximize 
benefits and flexibility, without jeopardizing the availability of food aid, and have put forth a set of 
recommended changes that would achieve those purposes. 
 
Ellen Levinson, Executive Director of the Alliance, said,  “Improvements and containing costs are 
necessary, but we must remember that the United States has the most comprehensive, transparent and 
responsive food aid system in the word.”  She warned, “Once funds are shifted from Food for Peace to 
disaster assistance and development aid, it is not possible to ensure that in the future they will continue 
to be used for food aid and technical assistance to help people overcome chronic hunger, the purposes 
stated in the President’s budget proposal.  Instead, it becomes a year-by-year process, eliminating the 
surety and oversight provided by the Food for Peace Act, which has statutory objectives, publicly-vetted 
guidelines, procedures and regulations, and a track record.”   
 
The Alliance believes the stakes are very high since the proposed reforms will affect the lives of millions 
of vulnerable people.  Changes should reflect careful consideration of what the programs are intended 
to achieve, then discern what is working and what is not, and ultimately maintain the effective and 
proven elements, while making room for innovation.   
 
Thus, the Alliance recommends a three-pronged approach: maintaining funding for Food for Peace and 
improving procurement and the approach to monetization under that program; using International 
Disaster Assistance funds for local and regional procurement, cash transfers and food vouchers; and 
funding a “Developmental Local-Regional Purchase Program” to build the capacity of small farmers and 
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processors in food insecure areas of the developing world to improve the quality, safety and quantity of 
food aid for local programs.  The details are provided in the attached briefing paper. 
 
The Alliance also points out that there is flexibility, now, to increase the amount of USAID disaster 
assistance funds used for local-regional procurement, cash transfers and food vouchers during food 
crises.  Despite the difficult budget climate, the amount used for those purposes increased from $232 
million in FY 2011 to $375 million in FY 2012.  However, local procurement and cash distribution for food 
crises are not necessarily less costly than providing U.S. commodities.  In FY 2012 those USAID programs 
cost an average of $2,836 per metric ton, compared to $1,188 per metric ton for emergency Food for 
Peace Title II food aid.   
 
Moreover, the types and amounts of commodities available are typically limited in areas where food 
crises occur. According to Ms. Levinson, “Let’s not undermine a system that works and is the most visible 
sign of U.S. goodwill worldwide.  Commodities from the United States are greatly needed since recipient 
countries do not produce enough food to meet their needs, with an estimated 12 million metric ton 
shortfall across the 70 most food insecure countries.  Add to this poverty, poor infrastructure and 
recurring cycles of floods and droughts and it becomes sadly apparent why one out of every seven 
people has too little to eat.”  

Alliance members are private voluntary organizations and cooperatives that are committed to 
addressing hunger, malnutrition and food insecurity. They operate in over 100 developing countries, 
implementing emergency and development programs that build the capacity of local communities, 
enterprises and institutions.  For further information, please see www.foodaid.org.   

Attached please find the briefing paper, “Recommended Components of a Food Aid Reform Package.” 
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