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The American Farm Bureau Federation has identified the following two areas for emphasis 
and funding in the Fiscal Year 2014 agriculture spending bill: 

• Programs that enhance and improve food safety and protection; and  
• Programs that further develop renewable energy.  

 
Farm Bureau strongly opposes any cuts to funding of the farm safety net.  The farm bill 

discussion has begun, and the House and Senate Agriculture Committees should continue to have 
the primary responsibility to ensure farmers and ranchers have a viable farm safety net. 
Programs that Enhance and Improve Food Safety and Protection 

Farm Bureau recommends that adequate funding for food protection at the FDA and Food 
Safety Inspection Service (FSIS) be directed to the following priorities: 

• Increased education and training of inspectors; 
• Additional science-based inspection, targeted according to risk; 
• Effective inspection of imported food and feed products;  
• Research and development of scientifically based rapid testing procedures and tools;  
• Accurate and timely responses to outbreaks that identify contaminated products, remove 

them from the market and minimize disruption to producers; and 
• Indemnification for producers who suffer marketing losses due to inaccurate government-

advised recalls or warnings. 
 

Farm Bureau supports funding for a National Antimicrobial Residue Monitoring System 
(NARMS) to detect trends in antibiotic resistance.  NARMS protects human and animal health 
through integrated monitoring of antimicrobial resistance among foodborne bacteria.  Farm 
Bureau requests that Congress direct that stakeholder involvement and industry input be a 
priority in the ongoing federal review. 

 
Farm Bureau supports funding for the Food Animal Residue Avoidance Databank (FARAD) 

at the authorized level of $2.5 million.  FARAD aids veterinarians in establishing science-based 
recommendations for drug withdrawal intervals.  No other government program provides or 
duplicates the food safety information FARAD provides to the public.   

 
Farm Bureau opposes the administration’s request for new user fees for inspection activities.  

Food safety is for the public good, and as such, it is a justified use of public funds. 
 

Programs that Support the Development of Renewable Energy 
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Farm Bureau supports funding for the Renewable Energy for America Program (REAP).  
REAP offers grants, guaranteed loans and combination grant/guaranteed loans for agricultural 
producers to purchase renewable energy systems and energy efficiency improvements, in 
addition to offering funding for energy audits and feasibility studies. 

 
Farm Bureau has identified seven other areas of importance for funding.  They are:   
• Programs that promote animal health;  
• Programs that promote conservation; 
• Programs that expand export markets for agriculture; 
• Programs that ensure the availability of crop protection tools;  
• Programs that strengthen rural communities;  
• Programs that support wildlife services; and 
• Research priorities. 

 
  Programs that Promote Animal Health 

Farm Bureau supports a $5.3 million increase for the Animal and Plant Health Inspection 
Service (APHIS) to a total of $14 million for voluntary Animal Disease Traceability (ADT).  The 
ADT program requires strong government oversight on the expenditure of funds and is essential 
for animal health.   

 
Farm Bureau supports $4.79 million for the Veterinary Medicine Loan Repayment Program 

(VMLRP) administered by the Department of Agriculture (USDA) National Institute for Food 
and Agriculture (NIFA).  VMLRP veterinarians ensure animal health and welfare, while 
protecting the nation’s food supply. 

 
Farm Bureau supports $123.4 million for the FDA’s Center for Veterinary Medicine (CVM).  

The CVM oversees the safety of animal drugs, feeds and biotechnology-derived products. 
 

Programs that Promote Conservation  
Farm Bureau supports funding for conservation programs but prioritizes working lands 

programs over retirement-type programs.  Farmers and ranchers have made great strides in 
conserving our natural resources and these gains can continue through working lands programs.  

 
Programs that Expand International Markets for Agriculture 

Farm Bureau supports funding at authorized levels for:  
• The Foreign Agricultural Service (FAS) to maintain services that expand agricultural 

export markets.  Farm Bureau urges continued support for the Office of the Secretary for 
trade negotiations and biotechnology resources.  

• Export development and expansion programs such as the Market Access Program, 
Foreign Market Development Program, Emerging Markets Program and Technical 
Assistance for Specialty Crops Program.  These effective programs have resulted in 
increased demand for U.S. agriculture and food products abroad and should be fully 
funded.  

• P.L. 480 programs which serve as the primary means by which the U.S. provides needed 
foreign food assistance through the purchase of U.S. commodities.  
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• APHIS Plant Protection and Quarantine personnel and facilities, especially plant 
inspection stations, which are necessary to protect U.S. agriculture from costly pest 
problems that enter from foreign lands.  

• APHIS trade issues resolution and management activities that are essential for an 
effective response when other countries raise pest and disease concerns (i.e., sanitary and 
phytosanitary measures) to prohibit the entry of American products.  

• APHIS Biotechnology Regulatory Services (BRS), which oversees the permit, 
notification and deregulation process for plant biotechnology products.  BRS personnel 
and activities facilitate agriculture innovation, and ensure public confidence and 
international acceptance of biotechnology.  
 

Farm Bureau supports continued funding for the U.S. Codex Office. Active U.S. 
participation in the Codex Alimentarius Commission is essential to improving the harmonization 
of international science-based standards for the safety of food and agriculture products.  

 
Programs that Ensure Crop Protection Tools 

Farm Bureau supports maintaining the current funding level, $11.913 million, for the Minor 
Crop Pest Management (IR-4) within NIFA Research and Education Activities.  Developing pest 
control tools has high regulatory costs, and public support has been needed to ensure that safe 
and effective agrichemicals and biopesticides are available for small, specialty crop markets.  
The IR-4 Project facilitates Environmental Protection Agency registration of safe and effective 
pest management technologies where the private sector is unable to cover regulatory cost.   

 
Farm Bureau supports maintaining funding to the National Agricultural Statistical Service 

(NASS), specifically for the continuation of agricultural chemical-use surveys for fruits, 
vegetables, floriculture and nursery crops.  NASS surveys provide data about the use of 
agricultural chemicals involved in the production of food, fiber and horticultural products.   

 
Programs that Strengthen Rural Communities 

Farm Bureau supports USDA implementing a regional approach to give its Rural 
Development (RD) programs greater flexibility and promote innovation in rural regions.  

    
Farm Bureau supports maintaining funding at authorized levels for:  

• The Value-Added Agricultural Producer Grants, Rural Innovation Initiative, Rural 
Microentrepreneur Assistance Program, and Business and Industry Direct and Guaranteed 
Loans, which foster business development in rural communities.  

• Rural Utilities Service for rural broadband and telecommunications services, and the 
Distance Learning and Telemedicine Program. 

• The Revolving Fund Grant Program for acquiring safe drinking water and sanitary waste 
disposal facilities.   

• The Community Facility Direct and Guaranteed Loans, which funds the construction, 
enlargement or improvement of essential community facilities in rural areas and small towns. 

• The Resource Conservation and Development Program, which helps local volunteers create 
new businesses, form cooperatives and develop agri-tourism activities. 

• The Beginning Farmer and Rancher Development Program, which provides participants with 
the information and skills needed to make informed decisions for their operations.  
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• Agriculture in the Classroom, a national grassroots program coordinated by USDA, which 
helps students gain greater awareness of the role of agriculture in the economy and society.   
 

Programs that Support Wildlife Services   
Farm Bureau supports maintaining the funding level for APHIS Wildlife Services programs.  

Wildlife Services works to prevent and minimize an estimated $1 billion worth of wildlife 
damage, while protecting human health and safety from conflicts with wildlife.   

 
Research Priorities  

Agricultural research is vital, particularly research focused on meeting the growing 
challenges of production agriculture.  The United Nations’ Food and Agriculture Organization 
predicts that farmers will have to produce 70 percent more food by 2050 to feed an additional 2.3 
billion people around the globe.  America’s farmers are the most efficient in the world, but 
without a commitment to further agricultural research and technological advancement, even 
America’s farmers could be hard-pressed to meet these challenges.  


