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Maritime Trades Department, AFL-CIO Urges Rejection
of Royce/Engel Amendment No. 55 to HR 1947
Federal Agriculture Reform and Risk Management
(FARMM) Act of 2013

June 18, 2013

The Maritime Trades Department, AFL-CIO, which is composed of 23
international unions and 21 Port Maritime Councils across the United
States and Canada, calls upon the House of Representatives to reject
Amendment 55 sponsored by Representatives Royce and Engel to HR
1947, the FARMM Act, because it would kill thousands of American jobs
and undermine a successful program that has worked for nearly 60 years.

Amendment 55 would cripple the PL-480 Food for Peace Program,
America’s premiere foreign aid program. The Royce/Engel amendment
would effectively take 45% of PL-480's already shrinking budget and ship
that money overseas with little accountability and no domestic benefit.
Today, Food for Peace funding supports American farmers and American
mariners by purchasing U.S. crops and shipping them on American-citizen
crewed U.S.-flag ships

In Fiscal Year 2012 alone, the Food for Peace Program shipped just under
a million tons of American food aid aboard dozens of U.S.-citizen crewed
U.S.-flag vessels to people in need around the world. Overall, PL-480
helps sustain about 44,000 jobs to Americans in the agricultural,
transportation and maritime communities.

In addition to the domestic benefits, PL-480 ensures America’'s armed
forces have a readily available, well-trained contingent of merchant
mariners to crew U.S -flag vessels needed to supply troops wherever and
whenever needed. American merchant marine ships carry the bulk of
American supplies to our war fighters overseas. That is why the U.S.
Transportation Command has stated, “The movement of U.S. international
food aid has been a major contributor to the cargo we have moved under
cargo preference law that our U.S. commercial sealift industry depends
upon. Any reductions will have to be offset in other ways to maintain
current DOD sealift readiness.”

The Maritime Trades Department, AFL-CIO urges rejection of Amendment

55 to the FARMM Act and stands ready assist in any way possible.
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